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Russia’s attack on Ukraine on 24 February 2022 has inspired many legal scholars to rethink the 
legal rules of war: what legal means are there really to intervene in the situation, what are the 
absolute and applicable rules, which forums are competent to deal with these issues, and where 
lie the jurisdictional boundaries between different legal authorities? 

A legal analysis of the war in Ukraine requires input from legal scholars, as the aforemen-
tioned questions are complex and multifaceted. Rule-breaking is often involved in national civil 
and criminal cases as well, but the unfolding of the situation in Ukraine, its escalation into a 
war and the wartime events there have permanently changed the way we see and understand 
international law and its enforcement. 

The humanitarian crisis that has emerged as a direct consequence of the war affects all of us. 
The biggest influx of refugees since World War II is testing the limits of numerous Western legal 
systems. How can the legal rights of those fleeing the war be safeguarded by means of interna-
tional protection?

Economic sanctions against Russia have been among the fastest and most effective ways to 
respond to the situation without embarking on a military intervention and potentially starting 
World War III. The large-scale application of heavy sanctions has effectively crippled the Rus-
sian economy. Answers to the crisis are also being sought in the energy sector, but dependence 
on Russian gas and other forms of energy has divided opinions and made it difficult to take 
decisive action. 

A whole other issue are national rules on states of emergency and what they mean in practice 
if the kinds of emergency powers that were in force during the coronavirus pandemic need to 
be stepped up to declare an even more restrictive state of defense. How would the Finnish legal 
system cope with a crisis such as the one in Ukraine at the moment? 

This first-ever special issue of Defensor Legis explores the aforementioned themes and ques-
tions through a series of articles written by legal scholars. All the articles in this issue are availa-
ble in the public domain, including English translations to mark the special occasion. This scale 
of publication is designed to draw the attention of not just the international legal community 
but especially lawyers working to help Ukraine. The articles are written based on reasoned, 
scientific arguments. This is an important premise for the interpretation of the legal rules that 
apply to the current crisis and on which legal systems and constitutional states are built. 

I would like to thank Professor and Research Director Kimmo Nuotio, attorneys-at-law Mark-
ku Fredman and Ville Punto, Postdoctoral Researcher Ukri Soirila, Senior Researcher Moritz 
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Wüstenberg and sanctions expert Aleksi Pursiainen for their contributions, and Editor-in-Chief 
Toni Malminen for quickly putting the aforementioned authors’ articles together to make this 
special issue happen.

Slava Ukraini – we stand together – stay strong, Ukraine!

Helsinki, 28 April 2022 

Niko Jakobsson 
Secretary General of the Finnish Bar Association
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